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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

My name is Scott (better known online as SANspotter), and I am a travel 

addict. I am 20 years into a soul-crushing 40 hour per week professional 

career that has absolutely nothing to do with travel (beyond driving to 

and from work every day), yet I’m constantly traveling for fun and very 

proud of the fact that I’ve been all over the world multiple times over. 

I’ve been able to do this by simply mastering the art of finding oppor-

tunities to travel when there are seemingly none to be had.   

Unfortunately, I didn’t discover my calling as a traveler until midway 

through college, and by then it was too late to turn the ship around 

and change course. I had committed myself to a lifetime of white-collar 

desk jobs at that point, too afraid to take a chance and confront my 

parents with my overwhelming desire to give it all up and hit the road. 

But to be completely honest, I wasn’t all that discouraged by it at the 

time. The thought of getting a high-paying job which would allow me 
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to travel frequently (though not full time) was more than satisfactory 

in my mind, and I set my eye on the prize of graduating at the top of my 

class, landing that dream job, and living happily ever after. 

I stayed on track though and eventually managed to graduate at the 

top of my class. I even landed that dream job while still in school, but 

I’m still working on the happily ever after part. So far it’s going well, but 

looking back, I really should have followed my heart and found a way to 

travel full-time before I committed to anything huge like this corporate 

desk job that I’ve been stuck in for the past 20 years.

Of course I am very thankful for what I have accomplished in life, as I’ve 

worked very hard to get to the point where I’m at right now. I have an 

amazing career, a loving family and friends, and things could certainly 

be worse. But I do regret conforming to a corporate desk job way back 

when. We only get one shot at life, and it’s so important to make it the 

best one that we can.

The title of this book, Cleared for Takeoff, is appropriate and accurate 

considering the things I’m going to discuss throughout. Most of my friends 

and family members are just like me – we grew up thinking that the key 

to a successful and happy life was to go to school, get good grades, and 

get a good job. Once that was established, it was hard to imagine how 

things could go wrong. The safety and security of a good job trumped 

all – and we were brainwashed into thinking that as long as we traded 

our time for a paycheck life would be pretty OK. 

As a 20-year veteran of a white collar desk job, I’m here to tell you that 

it’s only partially true. Yes, it’s nice having the safety and security of a 

steady paycheck to pay the mortgage and put food on the table, but we 

sacrifice so much for that paycheck. The biggest sacrifice, obviously, is 

time. Freedom to make our own decisions is another.  
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This is me, goofing off in college sometime in 1994 (when I still 

had hair), slowly coming to the realization that I may be headed 

down the wrong path. I stayed on course though, thinking that 

a high-paying desk job was the path to success and happiness. 

What an idiot…
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Once we graduate from college and land our first real job, it’s just like 

being a kid again and we revert to having to ask permission to do the 

most simple of things. Need to take time off for a doctor appointment? 

Ask your manager for that. Want to take next Monday off so that you can 

take your kids to the zoo? Fill out a form for that. Worst of all, request-

ing time off for a two-week vacation can be like pulling teeth in some 

corporations. If the company you work for is anything like mine, some-

thing like this requires planning six months in advance (at least), getting 

approval from not only your manager but an entire string of mangers 

above them. Two weeks after the initial request, if you are lucky, you 

will be approved. Then, and only then, are you allowed to escape from 

the stresses of work and can relax on your once-yearly vacation. This 

doesn’t jive with me at all. 

Cleared for Takeoff will show you how to take back control of your life 

and find the time to travel on a very frequent basis like you’ve always 

dreamed about doing. My goal is to energize and inspire you to the 

point where you’ll feel confident enough to stop asking permission for 

everything and start taking control of your limited and valuable time.  

Not asking for permission and learning to say no in a corporate setting 

may seem counter intuitive to long-term career growth (and it is, I’m 

not going to lie), but I’m going to teach you how to do it in a smooth 

and diplomatic manner which keeps everyone happy. I’ve been push-

ing back at work and taking time to travel whenever I want for over 20 

years now with very little resistance from my direct managers - all the 

while getting excellent performance reviews year after year. 

I’ve also learned that there is a definite risk to being the office rogue, and 

if you’re not careful, your professional relationships and job security 

will be at risk. But once I figured it out, my life completely changed for 

the better. 
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Finally, I would like to point out that I do realize that everyone’s situ-

ation is different and the things I talk about in this book may be too 

simplistic or not applicable to your particular situation. And that’s ok. 

My overall goal is to inspire you enough to think outside the box and 

find ways to escape that fits your own particular situation. There is no 

“one-size fits all” methodology to finding ways to travel frequently while 

still maintaining and succeeding in a high-paying corporate job. You’ve 

got to be creative, and most of all, you have to be willing.
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